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Area of France: 643 801 km2

Population of France: 68 374 591 (in 2024)

Children per woman: 1.9

Life expectancy: 82.5 years

Currency: Euro (0.93 Euro = 1 USD in 2024)

Language: French and regional languages

Climate of France: cool winters, mild summers and warmer in the south

Terrain of France: varied, with mountains and large flatlands

Main exports of France: medicines, agricultural products, aircraft and vehicles

France is a country in Europe. France has reserves of minerals that are extracted and exported. 

Agriculture is a major industry. Tourism is important for the economy.
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1 (a) The map shows the location of nuclear power stations in France in 2023.

large river

capital city

nuclear power station

key

Paris

N

0 200

km

  (i) Describe the distribution of nuclear power stations in France in 2023.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [3]

  (ii) Suggest one reason for the distribution of nuclear power stations in France.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]
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 (b) Describe how nuclear power is used to generate electricity.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [3]

 (c) (i) Explain why nuclear power is not a renewable energy resource.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

  (ii) Name two renewable energy resources.

1  ........................................................................................................................................

2  ........................................................................................................................................

 [2]
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 (d) The photograph shows a nuclear power station.

  (i) Describe two environmental impacts of the nuclear power station shown in 

the photograph.

1  ........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

2  ........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 [2]
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  (ii) Describe two benefits of generating electricity using nuclear power compared to 

generating electricity using fossil fuels.

1  ........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

2  ........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 [2]

  (iii) Describe two disadvantages of generating electricity using nuclear power compared to 

generating electricity using fossil fuels.

1  ........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

2  ........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 [2]
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 (e) The graph shows the percentage of electricity generated by nuclear power and by 

renewable resources in France from 1970 to 2020.
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  (i) Describe the trends in the electricity generated by nuclear power and by renewable 

resources in France from 1970 to 2020.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [3]
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  (ii) A student concludes that nuclear power is the most important energy resource in 

France in 2020.

   Give one piece of evidence from the graph that supports this conclusion and one piece 

of evidence that does not support this conclusion.

supports  ............................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

does not support  ...............................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 [2]

[Total: 21]
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2 France has protected areas for the conservation of species.

 (a) A survey found that 153 906 km2 of land in 2021 was protected.

  Calculate the percentage of land in France that was protected in 2021.

  Give your answer as a whole number.

  .......................................................% [2]
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 (b) The photograph shows a black salamander in France.

  Black salamanders live under fallen trees or in rocky cracks. Adult black salamanders are 

approximately 15 cm long. Black salamanders live on land but they need to keep their skin 

moist. They cannot control their body temperature. They feed on small insects and give birth 

to live young.

  (i) A scientist investigates the population of black salamanders in a 100 km2 area using a 

random sampling technique.

   Describe how the scientist:

• uses random sampling

• uses a quadrat to collect the data

• records the data collected

• obtains an estimate for the population of black salamanders.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [5]
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  (ii) Suggest two limitations of sampling black salamanders in a 100 km2 area using 

a quadrat.

1  ........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

2  ........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 [2]

  (iii) Suggest two reasons why black salamanders are at risk from climate change.

1  ........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

2  ........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 [2]

  (iv) Describe how captive breeding is used to conserve black salamanders.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [3]

  (v) Suggest three other strategies for conserving black salamanders.

1  ........................................................................................................................................

2  ........................................................................................................................................

3  ........................................................................................................................................

 [3]

[Total: 17]
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3 (a) The table shows the percentage of different types of packaging materials that are recycled in 

France in 2019.

type of packaging 

material

percentage of type of packaging 

material that is recycled

paper and cardboard 92

plastic 26

metal 82

glass 75

  (i) The bar chart shows the percentage of each type of packaging material that is recycled 

in France in 2019.
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   Complete the bar chart:

• plot the data for the percentage of metal recycled

• fully label both axes. [3]
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  (ii) Calculate the mean value of the percentages of the different types of packaging 

material that are recycled in France in 2019.

   Give your answer to two significant figures.

  .......................................................% [2]

  (iii) Suggest two reasons why only 26% of plastics are recycled.

1  ........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

2  ........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 [2]
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 (b) Glass is made from sand.

  The photograph shows a mine where sand is extracted.

  (i) A mining company wants to extract sand from an area near to a village.

   One person in the village said:

I think the mine will benefit the village but it will 

also have negative impacts.

   Suggest how the mine will benefit the village and have negative impacts.

benefits  ..............................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

negative impacts  ...............................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

  [4]
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  (ii) Describe how the area shown in the photograph can be restored once mining 

has finished.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [3]

[Total: 14]
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4 (a) Turbot are a marine species of fish.

  Turbot are caught in nets dragged along the sea bed by large fishing boats.

  The diagram shows a net used to catch turbot.

large fishing boat

sea bed

turbot

  (i) One impact of catching turbot using nets is bycatch.

   Describe what is meant by bycatch.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

  (ii) Explain the impact of bycatch on marine fish populations.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [2]

  (iii) Suggest two other impacts of catching turbot using the method shown in the diagram.

1  ........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

2  ........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 [2]
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  (iv) Turbot are caught on continental shelves.

   State three reasons why marine fisheries are often found on continental shelves.

1  ........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

2  ........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

3  ........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 [3]

 (b) Turbot are farmed for food in France.

  The photograph shows a turbot farm.

  (i) Suggest two reasons for the location of this turbot farm.

1  ........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

2  ........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 [2]
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  (ii) Suggest two benefits and two limitations of farming turbot.

benefits  ..............................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

limitations  ..........................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 [4]

 (c) The French government has introduced laws to protect fish populations.

  Explain how net mesh size and closed seasons protect fish populations.

net mesh size  ...........................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

closed seasons  .........................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 [3]

[Total: 17]
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5 The graph shows the mean crop yield of three crops in France from 1920 to 2020.

maize

wheat

potatoes

1920
0

2

4

6

8

10

1940 1960 1980

year

2000 2020

mean crop yield

/ tonnes per

hectare

 (a) (i) Identify the year when the mean wheat yield was 4 tonnes per hectare.

  ..........................................................  [1]

  (ii) Compare the mean crop yield of wheat and potatoes in 2020.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [2]

  (iii) A student concludes that in 2020 France produced more maize than wheat.

   Suggest one reason why this conclusion may not be correct.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

* 0000800000022 *

D
O

 N
O

T
 W

R
IT

E
 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

DFD



23

0680/22/F/M/26© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2026

 (b) One reason for an increase in crop yields is the use of fertilisers.

  (i) Explain how fertilisers increase crop yields.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [2]

  (ii) Herbicides also increase crop yields.

   Explain how herbicides increase crop yields.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [2]

 (c) Irrigation is used to increase crop yields.

  Explain how the mismanagement of irrigation negatively impacts the environment.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [3]

[Total: 11]
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