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Read Text A, Giraffes, the climate and us, in the insert and then answer Questions 1(a)–(e) on this 

question paper.

Question 1

 (a) How many years did researchers spend studying giraffes in Tanzania according to the text?

 .............................................................................................................................................  [1]

 (b) Using your own words, explain what the text means by:

  (i) ‘widespread decline’ (line 1)  ..............................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [2]

  (ii) ‘combined effects’ (line 2).  .................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [2]

 (c) Reread paragraph 2 (‘“Studying … years.”’).

  Give two different reasons why the study had to go on for so long.

•  ................................................................................................................................................

•  ................................................................................................................................................

 [2]

 (d) Reread paragraphs 3 and 4 (‘Her team … the leaves.’).

  (i) Identify two findings that surprised the researchers.

•  .........................................................................................................................................

•  .........................................................................................................................................

 [2]

  (ii) Explain the reasons scientists gave for what they found out about giraffe survival.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [3]
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 (e) Reread paragraph 5 (‘Worse still … to blame.’).

  Using your own words, explain why people may not have noticed changes in 

giraffe numbers.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [3]
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Read Text B, Who or what is Sophie the giraffe?, in the insert and answer Question 1(f) on this 

question paper.

 (f) According to Text B, what is appealing about Sophie the giraffe to modern parents of 

young children?

  You must use continuous writing (not note form) and use your own words as far 

as possible.

  Your summary should not be more than 120 words.

  Up to 10 marks are available for the content of your answer and up to 5 marks for the quality 

of your writing.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................
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 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................  [15]

 [Total: 30]
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Read Text C, Emil and the giraffes, in the insert and then answer Questions 2(a)–(d) on this 

question paper.

Question 2

 (a) Identify a word or phrase from the text which suggests the same idea as the 

words underlined:

  (i) The shipping director hardly takes his eyes off the papers on his desk as Emil is guided 

into the office.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

  (ii) People creating spacesuits want to replicate the characteristics of giraffe skin.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

  (iii) The sailor explains the general features of how they intend to get the giraffes off 

the ship.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

  (iv) Emil speaks his concerns to the zoo manager.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

 (b) Using your own words, explain what the writer means by each of the words underlined:

  That afternoon, I sit in the ship’s library, sifting through documents estimating shipping 

costs, profit and loss, until I find the veterinary report. I make notes on the blood-pressure 

measurements recorded for one unfortunate giraffe before its voyage ended.

  (i) sifting  ...........................................................................................................................  [1]

  (ii) estimating  ....................................................................................................................  [1]

  (iii) recorded  ......................................................................................................................  [1]
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 (c) Use one example from the text below to explain how the writer suggests what Emil might be 

thinking and feeling during the ride in the lorry.

  Use your own words in your explanation.

  Days later, I’m journeying onwards to the zoo in a lorry carrying four of the giraffes, including 

Snowstorm. Bemused schoolchildren on buses catch sight of the giraffes and wave. The 

woods we pass are increasingly dense, not the vast, open woodlands giraffes dream of. We 

rattle along bumpy back roads, avoiding bridges, turning north towards the mountains along 

the border. ‘Slower,’ I tell the driver. The narrow window in the back of the cab seems to 

frame the giraffes’ captivity. Their eyes are shut tight.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [3]
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 (d) Reread paragraphs 12 and 16.

• Paragraph 12 begins ‘One hour later …’ and is about the first encounter with 

the giraffes.

• Paragraph 16 begins ‘Next morning …’ and is about the morning’s activity at the port.

  Explain how the writer uses language to convey meaning and to create effect in these 

paragraphs. Choose three examples of words or phrases from each paragraph to support 

your answer. Your choices should include the use of imagery.

  Write about 200 to 300 words.

  Up to 15 marks are available for the content of your answer.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................
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 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................  [15]

 [Total: 25]
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Reread Text C, Emil and the giraffes, in the insert and then answer Question 3 on this 

question paper.

Question 3

 You are Emil. After you leave the zoo, you decide to share your concerns about the giraffes with 

an animal welfare charity. The charity asks you to write a report.

 In your report, you should explain:

• how you were involved with these giraffes and your impressions of the people you met at 

that time

• what worried you about the different stages of the giraffes’ journey

• why you feel this zoo is not a suitable place for the giraffes to live.

 Write the words of the report.

 Base your report on what you have read in Text C, but be careful to use your own words. 

Address each of the three bullets.

 Write about 250 to 350 words.

 Up to 15 marks are available for the content of your answer and up to 10 marks for the quality of 

your writing.

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................
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 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................  [25]

[Total: 25]

* 0000800000011 *

D
O

 N
O

T
 W

R
IT

E
 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

DFD



12

0500/12/F/M/26© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2026

Additional page

If you use the following page to complete the answer to any question, the question number must be 

clearly shown.

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................
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..................................................................................................................................................................
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..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................
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Additional page

If you use the following page to complete the answer to any question, the question number must be 

clearly shown.

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

* 0000800000013 *

D
O

 N
O

T
 W

R
IT

E
 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

DFD



14

0500/12/F/M/26© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2026

BLANK PAGE

* 0000800000014 *

D
O

 N
O

T
 W

R
IT

E
 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

DFD



15

0500/12/F/M/26© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2026

BLANK PAGE

* 0000800000015 *

D
O

 N
O

T
 W

R
IT

E
 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

DFD



16

0500/12/F/M/26© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2026

Permission to reproduce items where third-party owned material protected by copyright is included has been sought and cleared where possible. Every 

reasonable effort has been made by the publisher (Cambridge University Press & Assessment) to trace copyright holders, but if any items requiring clearance 

have unwittingly been included, the publisher will be pleased to make amends at the earliest possible opportunity.

To avoid the issue of disclosure of answer-related information to candidates, all copyright acknowledgements are reproduced online in our Copyright 

Acknowledgements Booklet. This is produced for each series of examinations and is freely available to download at www.cambridgeinternational.org after the live 

examination series.

Cambridge International Education is the name of our awarding body and a part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, which is a department of the 

University of Cambridge.

BLANK PAGE

* 0000800000016 *

D
O

 N
O

T
 W

R
IT

E
 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

DFD


