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Section A: English in the world

Question 1

Read the following text, which is the opening of an article published in 2023 on the website of the 
British weekly newspaper The Economist.

Discuss what you feel are the most important issues raised in the text relating to the causes and 
effects of the expansion of English around the world. You should refer to specific details from the 
text as well as to ideas and examples from your wider study of English in the world. [25]

In northern Europe, a backlash against English is under way

Denmark, the Netherlands and Norway hope to restore the primacy of their 
languages at universities.

This prompts universities to try to lure them in order to rise in the 
rankings and, consequently, to offer ever more classes in English.
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